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SEXUALITY IN ADVERTISEMENT




How Data was Gathered..

= Images were gathered from magazines that
can be purchased at any grocery store:
People, Cosmopolitan, Seventeen, Utah Health, etc
= Electronic survey created through

polldaddy.com and hosted on my personal
website

= |nvitations to participate went out through
email, Twitter and Facebook




What Questions were Asked?

= Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this image
NOT sexually suggestive
Sexually suggestive
Inappropriate
= Take a guess... what are they advertising? Can
you guess the brand name too?

Participants were able to offer their personal opinions
in a free-form text box

= The brand and item advertised for is listed
above. Was this an effective ad?

Yes/No option




How were Ads Presented?

= All brand names and product placements
were removed from each ad.

» The first time the participants saw each ad,
there was no indication of what was being
sold for the first two questions on each ad.

My logic behind this was to see if the participants
could figure out what was being advertised simply
by looking at the image.
* The brand name and product was then
revealed for the third question.




Each Participant was Required
to Indicate Age Group:




Advertisement #1

Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

W Inappropriate
= Sexually Suggestive

B Not Sexually Suggestive




Advertisement #1

Take a guess at the product and brand:

the dress

Tampons

Tampax

Shampoo/Conditioner

Shampoo H_

Perfume

tene Hair Products
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Gucci Perfume

Ford cars

Deodorant
Coke

Victoria Secret

Clothes

ol Hair Coloring




|  Advertisement #1 - Bongo Clothing

Was this ad effective?
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W yes

¥ no




Advertisement #2

Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

36-45

26-35

19-25
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W Inappropriate

1 Sexually Suggestive

B Not Sexually
Suggestive



Advertisement

Take a guess at the product and brand:

Viagra

Trident Gum

Toothpaste/mouthwash

Toothpaste

Starbucks

Scope Mouthwash

No idea

Mouthwash/toothpaste/mints

Mouthwash

W 46+
Masengil Douches
. . W 36-45
Listerine Mouthwash
M 26-
Gum 35
H19-2
Feminine Hygeine Prod 19725
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Feminine deodorant

Deodorant

Dental Products

Crest Toothpaste

Collgate Mouthwash
Coffee

Breath mints

Bread
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’M Advertisement #2 - Crest with Scope Toothpaste

Was this ad effective?
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Advertisement #3

Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

B Inappropriate
1 Sexually Suggestive

B Not Sexually Suggestive




Advertisement #3

Take a guess at the product and brand:

T-shirts

Tide Laundry Detergent

Tampax

Summer's Eve douches

Stay free tampons

Sanitary napkins

Ralph Lauren Perfume

Perfume

noidea

Mexican donkey show

Lotion

Kotex personal body spray

Holidays

Hilfiger clothing

Fresh linens
Flower-scented feminine..

Flowers

Feminine Hygiene products

Drink

Clothing

Alwaysfeminine napkins

1-800-flowers




Advertisement #3 - "Daisy" perfume by Marc Jacobs

Was this ad effective?
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Advertisement #4

Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

B Inappropriate
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Advertisement #4

Take a guess at the product and brand:

Water

Vacations

Tanning oil
Sunblock

Secretdeodorant

Perfume ==_
Noidea
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Mascara

Makeup/cosmetics

Lotion

| know the answer!

Hair care products

Eyeliner

Eye makeup
Drink
Deodorant

Covergirl Mascara

Coppertone Sun Tan Oil

Contacts
Child line
Candie

Biolage fake tan cream




Advertisement #4 - "Light Blue" perfume by Dolce & Gabbana

Was this ad effective?
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| Advertisement #5

Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

\ WHERE'D YOU GET
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| Advertisement #5

Take a guess at the product and brand:

Skintimate Shaving Gel
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Advertisement #5 - DSW Designer Shoe Warehouse

Was this ad effective?
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Advertisement #6

46+
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Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

B Inappropriate
= Sexually Suggestive

B Not Sexually Suggestive




Advertisement #6

ireless phone service
Suave Hair products
Shampoo
Perfume/cologne
*antene Hair products
noidea

ice 'n Easy Hair Color
Methadone
Men's cologne
Loreal hair color
lipstick

Lingerie

Hair products
Hair color

Hair

Computers
clothing
Chatlines

Anti-depressants

Take a guess at the product and brand:

W46+

M 36-45
M 26-35
M 19-25

H>/=18




Advertisement #6 - Fekkai Hair Products

Was this ad effective?
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Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

46+

36-45

B Inappropriate
m Sexually Suggestive

B Not Sexually Suggestive



‘ Advertisement H7
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Abercrombie & Fitch clothing

Take a guess at the product and brand:

shoes

noidea

Kohl's Jeans

Jeans

Guess or Hilfiger clothing
Guess clothing

Gap clothing
Condoms

clothing

Calvin Klein clothing
Axe body spray

American Eagle clothing

W46+

M 36-45
M 26-35
M 19-25

H>/=18




Was this ad effective?

W yes

¥ no
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| __ Advertisement
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Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

B Inappropriate
m Sexually Suggestive

B Not Sexually Suggestive




| _ Advertisement #8

Women's accessories
Vuitton Purses
Tampons Always
purses/bags

Purses or watches
Pillows

Perfume

noidea

Nails

Lotion

Gucci or Vuitton Bags
Gucci Bags/Purses
Fingernail polish
Feminine products
Elle purses

Dolce & Cabana

Take a guess at the product and brand:

W 46+

W 36-45
W 26-35
H19-25

H>/=18



’M Advertisement #8 - Marc Ecko Bags

Was this ad effective?
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Advertisement #9

Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

B Inappropriate

26-35 - u Sexually Suggestive
=

m Not Sexually
Suggestive
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Advertisement #9

Take a guess at the product and brand:

store

shirt

Revlon Hair color
Perfume

No idea

Nice 'n Easy Hair Color
Maybelline Hair Color
Loreal Hair color
Jewelry

Jeans

hats

Hair products

Hair color

Cosmetics

clothing

Clothes, accessories
Clothes or hair products
Belt
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Advertisement #9 - OPI Nail Polish

Was this ad effective?
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| Advertisement #10

B Inappropriate

26-35 F
= Sexually Suggestive

m Not Sexually Suggestive




| Advertisement #10

Take a guess at the product and brand:

waxing b

Stockings

-
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Sheets
Pink butcher paper or shoes
Noidea

make up

Hair products

Cosmetics

clothing or shoes
clothing

BCBG Clothing




Advertisement #10 - Payless Shoes

Was this ad effective?
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Advertisement #11

Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

36-45

26-35

19-25
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W Inappropriate

= Sexually Suggestive

B Not Sexually
Suggestive
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Take a guess at the product and brand:

T-mobile Phones
Suits

Phones

noidea

Glasses
departmentstore
Cologne/Perfume
Clothing

Clothes shop

Aeropostale clothing

W 46+

M 36-45
M 26-35
W 19-25
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Advertisement #11 - "Preppy Princess" perfume by Vera Wang

Was this ad effective?
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| Advertisement #12

Rate the sexual suggestiveness of this ad:

46+ M

36-45

B Inappropriate
26-35
= Sexually Suggestive
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19-25 r B Not Sexually Suggestive
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Advertisement #12

Day spa treatment/services

Take a guess at the product and brand:

Zales Jewelers
Victoria's Secret
Viagra
Toothpaste
Perfume
noidea
Mouthwash
Morgan Jewelers
Massage

Macy's

Lingerie

Kay Jewelers
K'Y Products
Jewelry

Jared Jewelers
Gift cards

diamonds
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’M Advertisement #12 - Wade Laser Clinic

Was this ad effective?
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Some Feedback Received
from Participants

= “This was really fun, but | felt really stupid.” -

a very frequent response

= "Advertising is only effective when the
product is clearly visible, as well as the brand

name. Remove those and al
pretty picture.” — from peop

= “"After this survey, | realized |

you have is a
e in advertising

ust how much |

WASN'T paying attention to advertising. This
opened my eyes a lot. Thanks.”



Summarization

It was interesting to see how the difference in age seemed to directly
correspond with the opinion regarding the level of sexual
suggestiveness in the images.

| would have liked to have had more information about how the
participants made their decisions.

This was a small sampling of participants — 46 total. It was, by no means,
a big enough group to make any firm declarations, but it was fun to do.

| was surprised by how liberal the responses were in relation to the level
of sexual suggestiveness in the images.

Some of the responses received were absolutely hilarious. | had some
really creative people playing along with me.

When | was pulling the sampling of ads, | was actually surprised by how
mild the ads were. | was expecting to find more sexually explicit images
in the ads.

| was surprised by the ages of the participants. | had actually anticipated
there being more in the 36-45 range and less in the 46+ but, instead, it
was the other way around.



